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Who here knows who Charles Sheldon is? Anyone?

Charles Sheldon was a Congregationalist minister and in 1896 he published a novel based off of a sermon series he had preached. 

His novel was titled “In His Steps” and has sold some 30 million copies.
Ok, how many of you have seen the initials WWJD printed on a bracelet or t-shirt, coffee cup or some other merchandise?

So, what does WWJD stand for? Right-What would Jesus Do?

The sub title of Sheldon’s book was In His Steps: What would Jesus do.

Sheldon’s novel tells the story of a chain of tragic events in the life of a minister of a prosperous church that brings him to the point where he realizes how unlike Christ’s life his own life had become. 
The minister in the novel then leads his congregation in a vow not to do anything without first asking themselves the question, “What would Jesus do in this case?” 
In the context of the book it is clear that the author took this vow to be the same thing as committing to follow Jesus—to walk precisely “in his steps.” 

In other words, this is what it means to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
The modern WWJD movement started in 1989 when the youth group at Calvary Reformed Church in Holland, Michigan, studied Charles Sheldon’s 1896 novel.

Calvary’s youth group took Sheldon’s model to heart and made up colorful woven bracelets to wear as a tangible reminder of that powerful question. 
Soon people throughout their community were wearing the bracelets, and it mushroomed from there. 
By the late ’90s, the letters WWJD could be found on a multitude of books, T-shirts, and other Christian merchandise. Countless millions of these bracelets have been sold.
You can even find WWJD pepper spray holders for joggers!

The message of WWJD should not be taken for granted just because it has been over used or it’s a passing marketing fad.

A couple problems arise when the questions WWJD is taken out of the context of Sheldon’s novel and turned into a slogan, a fad.

As a fad, most people never really take the time to answer the question.

But if they do too many people just try to guess at what Jesus would do in a particular situation.
For most people after asking what would Jesus do they begin their answer with…well I think…or I feel Jesus would….______ (you fill in the blank).

Charles Sheldon built his book: In His Steps on 1 Peter 2:21 which says: “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” 

Jesus is the example. The Greek word used here for example refers to a “model or pattern to be copied in writing or drawing” by a student, a disciple.
Do you remember the “Draw Me” contests you used to see in magazines? 
You would have a sketch of a pirate or a funny turtles head or a kitten or boxer, maybe a doe named Spunky. 
You copied the pattern and send it in. One contest winner would receive a free scholarship to a correspondence course. 

But even if you didn’t win the contest and “if” you showed talent for a small nominal fee you too could enroll in the correspondence course and learn to draw too.
Christ is the pattern you should copy in your life. But this is no contest. There is no lucky winner. You are already winners in Christ.

You have won salvation when you accepted Christ as your Lord and Savior. But now as a believer in Christ you must be a follower, a disciple, of Christ.

Unfortunately, too many Christians seek to answer the question “What would Jesus do” without ever truly looking to see what Jesus DID!
Their answers are based on their feelings, on what others thinks, what the media says is the right way to live and act.

It is like trying to draw a picture by listening to six different people describing what someone it should look like.

But Jesus is our pattern. Jesus is the template that you should follow.
You only need to look at Him to see how you should pattern your life.
If you would, please turn with me to the gospel of John, John 13.

In the gospel of John chapter 13 we find one of the accounts of Last Supper. In John’s account he includes the washing of the disciple’s feet.
Let’s pick up in verse 12: “When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 
"Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 
13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 
15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 
Some denominations take this literally and include foot washing as part of their communion service. 
We have done this a couple times here during a Maundy Thursday Service. It’s very humbling to let someone else wash your feet.
Other’s take this only figuratively. That is, you don’t literally have to wash each other’s feet but you must take on an attitude of humility and serve others.

Whether literal or figuratively, the point is that Jesus sets the pattern you and I should follow, as He served His disciples we should do likewise.

Before you can answer the question “What would Jesus do” you first must know what Jesus DID.

What would Jesus do? That’s a great question. It is right and good for you to ask that when you are faced with a situation. 

What would Jesus do if He had to work with that guy you work with?

What would Jesus do if He lived with your spouse, your teenager?

What would Jesus do if He saw your neighbor and his needs?

Do you want to know? Don’t guess…look at what Jesus did and do the same. Copy Him. Make Him the pattern that you model your life after.

Jesus goes on: 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
You need to be a student, a disciple, of Jesus. Like Denial in the Karate Kid. You need to learn from the master.

That is why we are starting our summer sermon sires today called WDJD. 
Pastor Peter, our intern Zac and I are going to take turns this summer as we look through the gospel of Luke together and ask “what DID Jesus do”.

We are going to look at what Jesus did as the pattern for us to follow. We will consider how Jesus interacted with the people, challenges, and life around Him so we can know what we should do.

This summer we are going to ask WDJD—“What DID Jesus Do”.

But don’t miss this. What would Jesus do? Really it’s a great question.
What DID Jesus do? Now you are getting somewhere.

The reality is that, as a disciple of Jesus Christ, you should stop and ask “what would Jesus do” in every situation you face today.

And you should base your answer to that question in the knowledge of what Jesus did, not in your opinion or what the world or anyone else thinks or feels.

But you also have to be committed to DO what Jesus DID!

Look here at what Jesus says in verse17: “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”
The blessing comes in the obedience. It is not enough to “know” the right answer you must do what is right.
In Luke 11:27 after Jesus had been teaching “a woman in the crowd called out, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you."
But then in verse 28: “He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”
Now hang in there with me for a minute…this is important.
What did Jesus do? He set for us a pattern that we should follow. True!
Without knowing what Jesus did you can never hope to truly answer the question “What would Jesus do?”

But there are some things that Jesus did that only Jesus could do. There are some things that Jesus did for you that you could never do for yourself.

These are things you can’t do for anyone else. All you can do is point them to Jesus who did these things for them too.

Let me put it this way. Two problems with the WWJD question.

First, too many people only guess at what Jesus would do because they haven’t a clue as to what He did do.

The second problem with the WWJD question is that some people think that by answering that question they can somehow do something, alter their lifestyle in such a way, to somehow please God and earn their way into heaven.

If I just do, or don’t do, certain things than I might just make it into heaven, if I do more good than bad than I hope to get in.

That kind of mentality leads to dead religion, works, a form of self-righteousness that is not pleasing or acceptable to God.

Doing what Jesus did, obedience can only be done, if you have first put your faith in what Jesus did for you on the cross.
In John 14:12 Jesus says that: “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.”

So what did Jesus do for you on the cross?

HE PAID YOUR DEBT

Col. 2:13-14 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.

HE DISARMED THE DEVIL

Col. 2:15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.

HE MADE PEACE BETWEEN GOD AND MAN

Col. 1:20 And through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.

HE MADE US BLAMELESS

Col. 1:21-22 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.

HE TOOK AWAY THE CURSE OF THE LAW AND SENT THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT. Gal. 3:13-14

John 14:12 Jesus says that: “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”

When Jesus went back to the Father after His resurrection He sent His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, to fill us, empower us and lead us into all the works that God has in store for us to do.

Doing what Jesus did in possible when we operate in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
HE CRUCIFIED YOUR SINFUL NATURE

Romans 6:6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin.

HE HEALED YOU: 1 Pet. 2:24

At the Cross, Jesus released the Power of GOD for a sick and lost world. 
The POWER of God is released in your life when you believe in WHAT JESUS DID AT THE CROSS. 
Only by knowing AND believing in these truths are you prepared to do what Jesus did!

I would like to close with this poem about What Did Jesus Do.

Jesus came from Heaven above, 

to show us all His enduring love. 
Jesus came to wash away our sin, 

and give us victory to win. 
Jesus came to save the lost, 

and He paid all the cost. 
Jesus came to set us free, 

if only we believe. 
Jesus came and cried real tears, 

and with Jesus we have no fears. 
Jesus came to give peace and joy, 

that not even satin can destroy. 
Jesus gave his life on Calvary, 

to set the captives free. 
Jesus died for all our sin, 

He did this for all of men. 
Jesus came and shed His blood upon a tree, 

He did it all for you and me. 
Jesus died that we all might live, 

in Him our hope we give. 
Jesus gave His life for us, 

and no man would do as much. 
Jesus came to be our rock, 

He stands at the door and knocks. 
So will you let him in? 

You know on him you can depend!
The summer sermon series is going to be looking at what Jesus did in the gospel of Luke but I realize that I have been mostly in the Gospel of John this morning.

So I thought it fitting that, as we move to communion, we should read from Luke.
If you would please turn with me Luke 22:19-22 “And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." 
What did Jesus do?  He took the bread, He became like one of us, so that we could become more like Him.  
What did Jesus do?  He came as a man and lived His life in total obedience to the Father and in so doing paid our ransom so that we could be free.
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
What did Jesus do? The Prophet Isaiah said: 


He was wounded for our transgressions 


He was bruised for our iniquities


Surely He bore our sorrows


And by His stripes we are healed

By His shed blood we are washed, clean, white as snow. The Father no longer looks at us and sees our sins. But by looking at us through the shed blood of our Lord and Savior He sees us as His adopted children.

Sure we need to ask, "What would Jesus do?"   But we need to understand and believe that we can only do what Jesus would do, because Jesus did what Jesus did.  
He paid the price, we could not pay.  He became the curse, so that we could be blessed.  
He died so that we could live.

And He rose again on the third day so that we could live again.
But listen to this Jesus goes on in Luke 22:21 to say: “But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him." 

We are going to observe communion here today, but before we do, we need to be fully aware of what we are doing.   
Judas went through the motions, and then when out and betrayed Christ for thirty pieces of silver.  
You cannot just go through the motions and please God. 

You need to put your faith in what Jesus did for you. Then in response to that faith, out of love will you be able to do what Jesus wants of you.

In faith, out of love, you will do what Jesus did. You will love and serve God and others as Christ did. 
Benediction  

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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